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grant him a body-guard for his protection against the
weapons of the rival factions or parties. His request
was granted in spite, it is said, of the strenuous opposi-
tion of Solon; and the disguise was thrown off when
with the help of his spearbearers, he seized the Akropolis,
and Megakles with the Alkmaionids fled from the
city.

Having thus made himself master of Athens Peisis-
tratos, in the opinion of Herodotos, ruled wisely and
Subse uent we^> without introducing a single constitu-
fortunes of tional change. With sound instinct he per-
eisistratos. ceiveci ^a|. the Solonian forms were suffi-
ciently oligarchic in spirit to suit his purposes; but al-
though Athens had thus the benefit of a despotism
lightened as it had been lightened in no other Hellenic
city, the wisdom and other good qualities of Peisistratos
and his successors failed to make the course of their de-
spotism run smoothly. The first disaster, we are told,
was not long in coining. Peisistratos owed his power to
the divisions among the people ; and a coalition of the
men of the plain and of the seacoast was at once followed
by his expulsion. A reconciliation with Megakles the
leader of the coast-men brought about his restoration, to
be followed by a second expulsion when that compact
was broken. Ten years had passed in exile, when Pei-
sistratos contrived to occupy Marathon without opposi-
tion, and to surprise the Athenian army which came out
against him. Master of the Akropolis for the third time,
he resolved to leave no room for the combination which
had twice driven him away. Megaklfcs with his ad-
herents left the country ; the rest of his opponents were
compelled to give hostages whom he placed in the
keeping of the tyrant of Naxos ; and his power was
finally established by a large force of Thrakian merce-
naries.